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This man, the then Catholic Archbishop of Armagh, had been hanged, drawn, his body cut in two, and then
decapitated, his head hurriedly being rescued from a fire by his supporters. That this could happen seems
scarcdy credible from a modern standpoint. We intend in this short work to explore the circumstances
leading to this dreadful act; the rise to sainthood of this martyr and the role which this celebrated relic has
played in recent times. Understanding this stohowever, requires an awareness of wider events. The
Reformation in Western Europe had produced divisions between followers of the Old Faith and Protestants
leading, at times, to mutual slaughter. Parts of Ireland had experienced English and Scotiéshesettvith

the indigenous population displaced and their religion, language and culture suppressed. The Irish Catholic
L2 Lddzt F GA2y NBIIFINRSR (KS &ALINBIR 2F tNRGSadGlydAray |
Charles | had been executed 1649 and a military leader, Cromwell, emerged as Protector of the nation.
When monarchy was restored to England in 1660, fears remained in the hearts of many thatdmard
Protestant rights would be lost to a Catholic successor. Within the Catholic Cinuheddand however,
factions struggled with their archbishop to maintain their position and wealth. All these factors interacted in
AKILIAYy3 ht AGSNRA ftAFS IyR RSIGK

Oliver Plunkett was born in Loughcrew, Oldcastle Co. Meath,"oNalember 1625, into an aristocratic
Anglalrish family, being the son of John, Baron of Loughcrew, and his wife born Thomasina Dillon. He was
one of five children. As a younger son he would not inherit the family lands and from a young age he
expressed avish to become a priest. He received his early education from a near relative, Doctor Patrick
t fdzy1SiGs é6K2 ¢6+a 10020 2F {0 al NEQasx 5dzofAy> f
included Latin, Greek, Philosophy and also Irish to erfibteto preach in Gaelic, the native Irish tongue. In

his midteens he was chosen with four other young men to go to Irish College in Rome but he could not
leave immediately owing to disturbed conditions in Ireland.



In October 1641 rebellion broke out Ireland when the Catholic gentry attempted to seize power. Their
grievances were longtanding. The Plantations, or settlements of Protestants, established in Ireland during

the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries had deprived them of some of #radrdnd authority. As
recusants, refusing to attend service in the established church, they were obliged to pay heavy fines. Senior
positions in the army and government were closed to them. Although the Irish had a parliament, this was
dominated by Protesints and its legiation had to be approved bthat of England. In addition a further
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King developed into an ethnic conflict between the Irish @dits and the English and Scots settlers. The
Catholic Confederation, formed in 1642, established control over most of the island. The beating, robbing
and dispossessing of Protestant families escalated into murder with Protestant pamphleteers clairtong up

two hundred thousand deaths. Modern research suggests a figure closer to twelve thousand, some of these
being due to the effects of dispossession during the following harsh winter. Armies from Scotland and
England in turn carried out their own massac&F / I (K2t A0 (NR2LJA |yR (26Yy:
regain control were limited by parliamentary distrust of the king and fears that an army, once created, would

be used to bolster th&kinga L2 6SNJ | G GKS SELISYy&aS 27 Ildsdtn® Soty It A &
Presbyterians. The outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642 left the Catholic Confederation in a position of
power as opposition forces were withdrawn. The events of the 1640s were to poison English attitudes
towards Ireland for decades or ew centuries. To them the Irish were fundamentally disloyal and
untrustworthy.

Despite Elizabethan legislation making it illegal for young men to travel to the continent to attend seminaries
Oliver left for Rome in 1647 under the care of Fr. Peter Scaraimp Papal Envoy. The experiences of a
perilous journey, encountering pirates and robbers, led the travellers to swear to undertake a pilgrimage to
Assisi if they were delivered safely. This being done, Oliver arrived in Rome where he enrolled ghthe Iri
College in the Via Baccina, the next door neighbours being the Dominican Sisters. Like his fellow students, he
swore the customary oath to return to Ireland after his ordination. In Rome he studied initially Mathematics,
Philosophy and Theology and lateoth Canon and Civil Law. He was a gifted student. A certificate signed by
GKS wSOG2N) 2F (GKS LNRaAK /2ffS3ST 9RgINR [201Sz {«¢
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The College had been founded by Cardinal Ludovico Ludovis. Usually it had six to nine students in residence
with no more than two new admissions annually. Applicants had to be Irish Catholics with Cathetitsp

be in good health, be of a flexible and studious disposition, be piows, A@enuine will to serve theh@rch

and bring letters certifying previous academic work. The College also accommodated paying guests in a
separate part of the building. De3A S A G& &f SYRSNJ NBaA2dzNDOSa AlGcol a (
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student which was supervised lilge Rector, the Prefect of Studies and enf@ssor. The daily routine was

guite monastic with lectures in the Collegio Romano, private study guided by the Prefect of Studies, daily
mass, Holy Communion, recitation of divine office, community prayer, spiritual direction, meals and
recreation togetter. The students were provided with all their requirements. They could not leave the
College without permission and were not allowed into the city unaccompanied. They remained in Rome all
year except for a short annual break at Castel Gandolfo, startith@ad" { SLIi SY6 SNE { i ahr
during which they were expected to work in the vineyard, the Vigna Sicciana or Giardini dell Fontana. College
rooms were spartan with a bed, a piitkeu, a small table and bookshelves. Their diet included macaroni,

figs, fried liver, sausage, lamb, plus skylarks and thrushes. There were occasional student complaints to the
Holy See, for example after two students were allowed to die of untreated fwerin another case, when

the Rector reduced the annual holiday foteen days. The tone of the College was Jesuit. Minor breaches of

the rules, such as late arrival at prayer, talking to {@woilege members or entering the room of another
student, even with the door ajar, were punished by the withdrawal of the wingezkwith meals or the

reciting of prayers. Major breaches, such as returning to the College in a drunken state, led to compulsory
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fasting with meals replaced by bread and water. Recidivist delinquents were threatened with return to
Ireland. Although Oliveappears to have been a model student, the same cannot be said for all his
contemporaries. Of the forty eight students entering College between 1640 and 1670, eleven did not reach
ordination or return to Ireland, which was in turmoil for much of the tirfibe Archives contain a report on
WEYSa vdZAN] S 6K2 Ay wmcnH aOFYS @F3Lo2yRAY3I G2 w2y
into a Religious Order, from whence he departed and betook himself to selling chestnuts about the City.
Afterwards he becama Priest and to the present remains in the Rome as a man hidden, not thinking of his
20f AdlLGAZ2Yy G2 328 2y G(KS araarzy Ay NBO2YLISyOS (K
unworthy men as these that Oliver had to deal later in his career

Portrait of St. Oliver, Irish College, Rome

On 4" March 1651 Oliver received the Tonsure and Minor Orders followed by ordination ateaabn on

20" December 1653, deacon on®®ecember 1653 and finally, ordination as a priest Sdalnuary, 1654
Developments in Ireland, however, made it impossible for him to comply with his oath to go on the Irish
Mission. On 1% June 1654 he wrote to the Superior General, Goswin NickelaSking for permission to
remain in Rome until conditions in Irelandage a return possible.

Oliver Cromwell had landed in Ireland, leading his New Model Army on behalf of the English Parliament, in
August 1649. There then followed events which live in Irish consciousness to this day. After the execution of
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Charles | therish Catholic Confederation had allied with the English Royalists who were attempting to bring

his son to the throne. Invasion of England was a possibility. By 1652, Ireland had been subdued with
brutality. The war led to famine which, combined with artlweak of plague, reduced the Irish population
perhaps by a half. The massacres of Protestants in 1641 had not been forgotten. The first town to fall to

I NPYgSttQa GNR2LJA 6Fa 5NRBIKSRI Ay {SLIWGSYOSNI mcno
induding some who had surrendered and taken refuge in a church. Further atrocities took place at Wexford.

In 1650, the exiled Charles Il switched policy to ally with the Scottish Covenanters. The Irish alliance
collapsed and many Irish surrendered. Cromvedtlireland in 1650 leaving command in the hands of Henry
Ireton. Sieges of Irish towns continued until 1651 but organised resistance faded. There then commenced a
LISNA2R 2F 3JdzZSNNREfF 6 NFIF NB 6 I, Sp8rRingdrdm renibdéaddas ol NP dzL.
marshland and mountain. Even by 1655 the situation was such that a Parliamentary document stated that
GGKS 6K2fS LNRAK yliAz2ys O2yairadtiay3a 2F 3ISyiaNrRzI O
guarrel, to root out and extirpate all [ghish Protestants from amongst them".

The main reason for the huge mortality was not death in battle but the cotinmrrgency tactics used
against the Catholic population from 1650, when large areas of the country still resisted the Parliamentary
Army. These tactics included the wholesale burning of crops, forced population movement, and killing of
civilians. Anyone implicated in the 1641 rebellion was executed. Fifty thousand lIrish people, including
prisoners of war, were sold as indentured labourerdamndowners in English colonies in America and the
West Indies. Most of the guerrillas had surrendered by 1653 but the remaining Tories engaged in banditry
impacting on all sections of the population. Many veterans of the Parliamentary armies were gipemtyr

in Ireland. In 1640, Catholics had owned about 60% of the land in Ireland but by the time of the Restoration
2F GKS 9y3aftAakK Y2yl NOKeé GKA& ¢gta R2gy (2 | o2dzi wm
from Loughcrew at the time of ther@nwellian conquest and had to relocate to Ardpatrick. More
importantly for Oliver, duringhis period, the public practice of Catholicism in Ireland was banned.

Unable to return to Ireland, Oliver studied and ministered in Rome, especially amongst the Ipo
November 1657 he joined the staff of the Propaganda College as Professor of Theology where he worked for
twelve years. He was moving slowly up the ecclesiastical ladder and no doubt expected to spend the
remainder of his life as an academic and auistrator in Rome. With the Restoration of Charles Il in 1660,
conditions in Ireland improved for Catholics. Rome felt confident enough to appoint new bishops and send
them to Ireland. These bishops appointed Oliver as their representative in Rome. k680s, Catholic
priests who were prepared to swear an oath of loyalty to the Crown were allowed to reopen chapels in some
of the leading centres. Catholic worship tolerated as long as it was low profile.

In other areas, where no chapels were availabBl& S/ F G K2t A O LJ2 LJdz | G A Ng Of A dzE R
large stones with flat surfaces which could function as an altar. In 1669, the post of Archbishop of Armagh
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became vacant and a meeting was held in Rome"dauly to find a successor. Pope Clemights reported

02 KI@GS &FAR d&.dzi 6Keé RSflF&@ Ay RAaAOdzaaAy3d GKS YSN
island, whose merits are known to us all and whose labours in this city have already added so many wreaths
tothe peerlessgloryaf KS aLaAf+FyR 2F {FAyGaeédd [SG 5N htABSNIt

Oliverwas almost totallyithout pastoral experiencevenasa parish priest, much less abishop and head

of a national hierarchy but Rome had spoken and so Olivethefcity in early September 1669, travelling
across Eume for his conseation as bishop in Gherin November 38. His journey to Ireland necessitated
travellingthrough England. He thought of passing himself off as an Italian tourist interested gigthts of

London. He stayed for a time in the royal palace of St. James in the care of Fr. Philip Howard, the confessor
to Queen Catherine, a Catholic. During this time he is believed to have met leading English Catholics and may
have carried out confirma&ns. Apparently for his onward journey to Ireland he adopted the disguise of an
army officer and took the name Captain Browne. He took ship at Holyhead and reached Ringsend, Dublin on
7" March 1670 where he stayed with relatives before moving on to Almalgere he was welcomed with
enthusiasm by the Catholic population. Others saw his arrival in a different light. On Novenibeée®

Lord Conway had sent a letter to Sir George Rawdon, living near Lisburn, saying teugthed informed

the Lord Lie Sy I yid a2F (g2 LISNER2Yya aSyid FTNRY w2YS GKIFQ
Signore Agnetti, an Italian employed by the College de Propaganda Fide, the other is Plunkett, a member of
the same College, and designated as titular Archbigifofrmagh. If you can dexterously find them out and
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In fact Oliver was able to work fairly openly without disguise for over three years as the King wanted more
toleration of the practice of the Catholic faith, something opposed by Parliament. Much depended on the
attitude of theKingQa OKA ST NBLINBaSyidl GABS Ay LNBfFyRZI (GKS |
number held office during his time. Lorlsartes had spies looking out for him; Lord Robartesnan

FdaGr O1SR o6& {IYdsSt tSL®Ra 2y (G(KS 3INRBdzyRa 2F KAA& &/
He was replaced in 1670 by the less hime Lord Berkeley of Stratton who was, according t& LJ@ & & (0 K
Y240 K2G04X FASNE YIYy Ay RAA0O2dz2NES¢ Ppelhdps hedadsE hiskvileg S @ S
was a Catholic. The administration of tBarl of Essex, appointedin B8l & RS&AONAOSR | & &Gl
K2 OFYS | FGSNI KAYEé D

Lord Berkeley and the Earl of Essex

The mildness and moderation of the rule of the Duke of Ormonde (a Protestant son of Catholic parents) after
1677 made him the subject of complaint in England by those who advocated a strong@asmdiic line.

-5-



Oliverhad to be very careful since under the law of Premunire it was illegal to exercise any authority derived
from any source outside England, such as the Papacy. There were problems in disciplining clergy since his
authority came from an external source, thege. In fact, for several years he was on good terms with
senior Protestant officials. His position as Archbishop did require him to travel extensively on horseback over
the eleven dioceses under his care, holding meetings of bishops and priests andgcautyconfirmation. A
projected visit to the Hebrides does not seem to have taken place. The Earl of Drogheda allowed him to have
I LJzof A0 OKdzZNOK ¢gAGK o0Stfa Ay GKFIG LINL 2F htA@dS
church buildingsvere available to him and he was required to use rHa®& 01 a Ay NBY24GS |1
faithful servant, James McKenna, was a regular traveller, delivering and collecting messages and letters in
various parts of Ireland. The letters addressed to fellovhdyis and to Rome are the main source of
information about his activities. Despite using hames such as Thomas Cox and Edmund Hamond he was
careful to avoid overtly political comment since he was aware that they were likely to be intercepted and
read by theauthorities, something confirmed to him in person by Lord Berkeley.

A major concern of Oliver was that, owing to the disturbed political environment and religious oppression, a
generation had grown up in ignorance, in both academic and religious termsajé success was the
creation of a school in Drogheda, open to Catholic and Protestant boys, with Jesuit teachers. He was able to
RSFSYR KAa aoOKz22f FyR KAa ¢2N] Ay GKS *+AOSNRBeEQa /
was destroyedHe also created a college in Drogheda for the training of priests, evidently about two
hundred were ordained. There had been lapses amongst clergy and he had to rebuke some of them for
RNHzy1 SyySaa FyR AYY2NIfAled L ylrisNiiést vitdoat this vicd an heh v |
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But now the latter days afur sad world
I @S LINAS&aGa 2F ¢622R FyR OKFfAOSa 27

Within his archbishopric there was much disharmony, for example between the Gaelic speaking and the
Anglalrish; the diocesan clergy and religious orders and between the religious orders themdétvéad

great trouble with the Dominicans and especially the Franciscans, being critical about the kind of men that
the Franciscans accepted into their novitiateS @ NRGS aG¢KSe a2¢ GKAaafSa |
KFENBSald YSt Be BeievédrtintSAkENcBoArPeEammunities on the continent had dumped their
malcontents in Ireland. The fact that friars had shown great courage during the Cromwellian oppression
meant that they were held in high regard by the people. Oliver complained aboutgher education and

f1r01 2F GNIXYAYAY3a YR (G4KS CNIyOAaoOly GNIXRAGAZY 27
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g K2t S LINE @ilewedtBat adFranclséan, Anthony Daley, had plotted to kill him. Two Franciscan friars
and a priest were stripped of their religious status and they were to have their revenge later. Disputes
existed at the most senior level, the Archbishop of DublingiieA 2 y Ay 3 hft A GSNDa LIR2AA
episcopal hierarchy in Ireland.

¢tKS +#SNE wS@od tKAfALI DFffSNEX Ay G[AFS 2F .ftSaasSR
to the Tories

G ¢ KS -dg-®edsStNg wastrels, the jail birds|lavho did not want to earn an honest livelihood by their
brains or the work of their hands were welcome to this gang of desperadoes, known under the specious title
2F ¢2NASaodé

After considerable effort he was able to broker a peace deal between the gmestnand the Tories which
involved the laying down of arms and the release of prisoners.



Life for Oliver in Ireland changed substantially after the passing of the Test Act in 1673. The principle was
that only members of the Established Church were digibr employment in a public office. The lotite

2F GKS 104G sla aly OGO F2NJ LINB@GSyYyldAy3d RIEIYISNE 6K
passed by Parliament as a means of stemming the apparent growing influence of Catholics in thalicourt.
persons filling any office, civil or military, faced the obligation of taking the oaths of supremacy and
allegiance and subscribing to a declaration agairastsulstantiation and also of receiving the sacrament

within three months after admittance to office. The oath for the Test Act of 1673-was:

GL oylFYSO R2 RSOfINB (GKIFG L R2 0StASO®S (GKSNB Aa
Supper, or inthe elements of the bread and wine, at or after the consecration thereof by any person
gKI a2 SPOSNWE

Obviously, as a Catholic priest Oliver could not accept this Act. Irish Catholic bishops were ordered to leave
the country by registering at a seaport Uné ship was available to take them into exile. A reward was
offered to anyone who captured a nasomplying bishop. Several bishops registered but Oliver chose not to

do so and hid out in the hill country of south Armagh, moving from one safe house theanotS &g NR (i S ¢
count myself fortunate now and again to obtain a little barley bread and the house where Bishop Brenan and

| are is made of straw and at the head of the Bed S@SNE &Yl ff AK2gSNI 2 NI A
finding food and sheltearose since those providing such could have their pnapeconfiscated. In early

1674 te Earl of Essex applied the legislation with more vigour and sent out spies to track down the
remaining bishops and clergy. Many were imprisoned. 1674 was also a ykemioé during which Oliver

pawned his silver to feed families. The English Parliament seemed satisfied with the burst of activity in
Ireland and, after a suitable time lapse, the bishops were allowed to leave the seaports and clergy drifted
back to their doceses. By 1675, Oliver was again moving around the country fairly freely.
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triggered national antCatholic and antirish tumult. The essential feates of the Plot were that Jesuits had

taken measures to take over the whole country, replaceKivggwith his Catholic brother, the Duke of York

and massacre Protestants. Oates had arrived in London two years earlier as a nonentity having had some
educatbn at Cambridge and serving as an Anglican clergymen. He had gained a position in 1677 as chaplain
2y GUKS yI gt @gSaasSt a! ROSYyUdza2NBENE odzi ¢l & FO0OdzaSR
he was a clergyman. He had also a previous conniftioperjury. He became a Catholic in 1677 and spent
some months in a school run by Jesuits in St. Omer before being expelled. He had gained enough
information on major Catholic figures and Jesuit organisation to be able to fashion a story which had some
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credible elements. He did, however, have a powerful backer in the person of Lord Shaftesbury who was keen
to use this fiction to build up support of the London mob in his attempts to eliminate "popery and arbitrary
government". Oates rapidly rose in este@émsuch as extent that he was housed in elaborate apartments in

2 KAGSKEFEE YR ¢gla NBFSNNBR (2 | &onedperkofs were dcbu@atzNI 2 T
including Samuel Pepys. Being targeted by Oates could send someone to his doom, evec&hbegne of
Braganza was threatened, being accused of attempting to poisoKithge In evidence which Oates gave to

the Privy Council he detailed plans for a revolution in Scotland, a French invasion, and particularly significant
for Oliver, an army imxcess of 20,000 being raised in Ireland to massacre the Amjiobefore invading
England. Catholic priests and laymen were tried, some were executed witfirigpowerless to save them.

Even his own brother wasred to seek exile in Brussels.

A
NARRATIVE

Die Sabathi 20 Newembris, 1680. ey
O 3
His Houfe being moved, That lr).wid Fitz, Gerald Efq; 2 ) :
have leave to Print his Information given to this T D . .fl’l Pl
l?;{ﬂ'c, concerning the Horrid Plot and éonfpincy in 1rnmn 5,’ O :)1 Ot,
Ireland 5 1t is Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 1
Parliamene Aflembled, That the faid Dasvid Fitz Gerald hath F

hereby leave given him to Print and publifh the faid Informa.
tion.
Fo. Browne Clesic. KING DOM -

Patliamentorum, Into the hands of the

FRENCH,

Maflacring all ENGLISH PROTESTANTS there,

And utter Subverfion of the

GOVERNMENT

AND

ADVERTISEMENT. . Proteﬁant - Religion;

WHma there is one Jobn Fitz Genald, v at Leaft goes under

that name, who ir faid to be formerly a Fryer or Prie
Lo v Yosdt b g mm: o] k{‘, As the fame was fucceffively carryed on from the

) : . ; Year 166 2.
who was feined in Briftol, for Ireland 1 b for Connmif-
ons i OUAWall5 Tmonid ¢ 3:,’ bog of the i.i’:';, e :Ze

the betraying chat

Given in to both Houles of Parliament.

David Fitz Gerald. By DAUID FITZ GER ALD Ef;.

LONDON:

Printed for Tho. Cockerill, at the Three.Legr in the Ponliey ovets
agaioft the Stocks-Market, 168 0.

In Ireland Duke of Ormonde had to be seen to take action. Oliver, seeing the danger, spent the winter of
167879 as a fugitive. Rewards were offered for capture of bishops and piestsh S NDR A& f S G SNA
exasperation and frustration and some wiséver to have left Rome. Nevertheless he was not prepared to
abandon his peopldn October 1679 Ormonde issued orders for his arrest at the express command of the
Privy Council. Oliver, then operating under name Mr Meleady was arrested orl"tBe@&mberl679 and

held in Dublin Castle. Information against him tmaegn presented by Anthony Dalfpaly, a Franciscan friar,

had been bombarding Rome with complaints about Oliver for some years. Oliver expected to be banished
from Ireland and he only became axgagradually that he was being portrayed as the Iriskominator of

the Popish Plot. Oates used John McMoyer, a Franciscan from Armagh, and Edmund Murphy, a suspended
parish priestto find witnesses against him.

Oliver was brought to trial in Dundatn 23% July 1680. He was accused of plotting againstKirgand
encouraging an invasion of Ireland, charges which carried the death penalty. He offered no objection to an
all-Protestant jury since he was well known in the area and respected by aibusligactions. He had
gathered many witnesses in his defence. His accusers were wanted men in Dundalk and the trial collapsed
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when they did not appear. Lord Shaftesbury and his associates arranged the highly unusual transfer of this
trial to London where ltere would be a far greater chance of securing a conviction. The Viceroy protested
against this move but he was overed. On 24 October 1680 he was put on a ship to London. McMoyer,

a dzN1JK & | dzZ3 K 5dzF¥ézZ

by R
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Grand Jury which was unconvinced of the allegations. A second Grand Jury was persuaded to order a trial.

on3al & mcym hftABSNI gl &
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A.D. 1081,

THE 3rd of May, 1681, in Faster, 33 Car.
Dr. Oliver Plunket was arraigned at the King's
Bench bar for high-treason, for endeavouring
and comm( e king’s death, and to levy
war in Ireland, and to alter the true religion
there, and to introduce a foreign power : and
at his arraignment, before his plea he urged
for himself, that he was indicted of the same
high-treason in Ireland @nd arraigned, and at
the day for his trial, the witnesses against him
did not appear ; and therefore he desired to
know if’ he could be tried here for the same
fact. The Ceurt told him, that by a statute

# ¢ 1 do appoint Francis Tyton and Thomas
¢ Basset to print the Trials of Edward Fitz-
¢ Harris and Oliver Plunket, and that no others
¢ presume 1o print the same. F. Pemsgaron.’
t “ Plunket, the Popish Primate of Armagh,
was at this time brought to his trial. Some
Jewd Irish priests, and others of that nation,
hearing that Englamnd was at that time dis
to hearken to good swearers, thought themn-
selves well quaﬁﬁe«l for the employment: so
they came over to swear, that there was a
great plot in Ireland, to bring over a French
army, and to massacre all the English  The
witnesses were brutal and profligate men : yet
the earl of Shaftsbury cherished them much :
they were examined by the parliament at West-
minster: and what they said was believed.
Upon that encouragement it was reckoned that
we should have witnesses come over in whole
companies. Lord Essex told me, that this
Plunket was a wise and sober man, who was
always in a different interest from the two Tal-
bots ; the one of these being the titular arch-
bishop of Dublin, and the other raised after-
va duk AT J :

MIL

CNRY a! /| 2

278. The Trial* of Dr. OrLiver PLuNkET, T Titular Primate of Ire-
land, at the King's-Bencly, for High Treason: 33 Caauvs 1L

made in this kingdom, he might be tried in the
court of King's- Bench, or by Commission of
Ovyer and Terminer in any part of England, for
facts arising in Ireland ; and that this arraign-
ment there (he being never tried upon it) was
not sufficient to exempt him from being tried
here ; because till a trial be passed, and there
be a conviction or acquittal therenpon, an ar-
raignment, barely, is vo plea : for in such cuses
the party is put twice in danger of his life,
which only is the thing the law in such cases
looks after to prevent.* He then desired time
for his witnesses, which they told hin he could
not do till after plea pleaded ; whereupon be
pleaded Not Guilty, and put himself upon the
country for bis trial. And after some cons-
deration had about time to be allowed him
bring his witnesses from Ireland, the court ap-
winted the day for his trial, to be the fint
‘\'ednesduy in next term, which was full five
weeks time,

And accordingly on Wednesday the 8th of
June, ih Trinity-Term, he was brought to bis
trial ; and proclamation, as in such cass »
usual, beinq made, it proceeded thus:

ClL q{ Cr. Oliver Pluoket, hold up thy
hand, those good men which thou shalt bes,
called, and personully appear, are to pass be-
tween, e,

Plunket. May it please your ip, 1
have been kept close prisoner for a long time,
a vear and an half in prison: when | cnv
from lIreland hither, I was told by persoos of
good repute, and a counsel’or at law, that |
could not be tried here; and the reasons they
gave me were, that first the statute of Heory §
and all other statutes made here were not re-
ceived in Ireland, unless they were an exprest
aue FCLA T 2

i it

YL SGS /ettSOGA2y 2F {GLdS

He was granted a five week adjournment to gather evidence from Ireland but his friends who sought to
make this journey were delayed by bad weather and the Irish courts objected to releasing their records. On
8" June, his trial took place in Westminstdall before three judges, headed by the Lord Chief Justice, Sir
Francis Pemberton. Amongst the five counsel for the prosecution was Sir George Jeffreys, later to gain
notoriety in the Bloody Assizes. Oliver, the prisoner, hadm® to represent him. Althugh he could not say

as muchpublicly, in private Ormonde argued that the charges were obviously false. He wrote of the
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informers who claimed Plunkett had hired them to kill the King "no schoolboy would have trusted them to

rob an orchard".

t SYOSNBAFQRANLY OS |G GKS GNAFE 6Fa RSAONAOSR o0& |
oy 3t lyRE & | RAA3INIOS 2y GKS 9y3IftAaK . I NP 9OFARE
described supposed meetings with the French and raising funds tocgnan army. The underlying factors

were, however, antCatholic paranoia and recollections of the massacres of the Protestants in 1641. The

[ 2NR / KAST WdzAGAOS alFAR a[22]1 @2dz aNW tfdzy1SiiGXeK
order, W& GKS aSGiAy3a dzLJ 2F @2dzNJ FHfaS NBfAIAZ2Y | yR
2dzNE (221 2yfé FTATFOUSSY YAydziSa -2 FAYR KAY 3IdaAfde
G, 2dz aKlIff 068 RNIgy UGKNRdAdZAK GKS [/ Agé®by heFnedk By ey
down before you are dead, your bowels shall be taken out and burnt before your face, your head shall be cut
2FF YR @2dz2NJ 62Re RAGARSR Ayid2 F2dzNJ |j dzZF NI SNA ®¢

Lord Essex, the formé/iceroy, told the Kg that Plunkett was innocent. grily the King said that he could

have saved him had he said this at the trial but that he himself could not pardon him.

Back in prison as a condemned man, his treatment was less severe, being allowed visitors and pen and
paper. It is thought that he waa contact both by letter and in person with Fr. Maurice Corker, president of

the English Benedictines who was also a prisoner and that they heard eachCihefiesssionsFr. Corker,
imprisoned for being a priest, had been earlier acquitted on a chargreason.Oliver bequeathed his body,

clothes and possessions to Fr. Corker. During his final days in Newgate he wrote a detailed rebuttal of the
OKIFNBS& F3FrAyald KAY® IS KIFIR y20 af SGASR Y2yASa ¥
maintain seventyl K2 dzi YR YSy ¢ I|yR aL KIFI @S yS@OSNI aSyda ftSad
t NAYOS 2NJ t NBfFiSz O2yOSNYyAy3a Fye LX20 2N O2yaLiAN
have exercised, in Ireland, the functions ofve2 Yy / | K2t AO LINBfFiSXFyR o0&
statutes, to have endeavoured to bring the clergy, of which | had a care, to a due comportment, according to
their calling, but some of them would not amend and had a prejudice for me, and esp¥cally | O Odza S NEA X
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On F'July, 1681, after celebrating mass in his cell, he was dragged through London on a sledge to Tyburn,
GKS LX I OS 2F SESOdziAz2yd /I NRAYLEf a2Nly 6NRGS G(KI
was led to Tyburn foexecution. Vast crowds assembled along the route and at Tyburn. As Dr. Brennan,
Archbishop of Cashel, in an official letter to Propaganda, attests, all were edified and filled with admiration,
G6SOlFdzaS KS RAALX I &SR & dzO Kranquillity fvdig dndi elevafior of Sodildiyati Sy |
KS aSSYSR NIGKSNI I aLldzasS KFradSyAay3a G2 GKS ydzZJiAl
his long prepared speech which was well received. It started:

GL KIF @Sz az2yvys ﬁNhﬁfLJl—éGﬁKSowﬁegégﬁré.Syo FYR y2¢ (¢
GKS YAYy3 2F YAy3dQa oSyOK:=Z IyR ILIISINI 6SF2NB | WwdzR
FffS3IrGA2yas F2NIKS 1y26SiK GKS aSONBilGa 27 Kél- NI &
| KIFft2ySNI AYT KAKE &HaSyWI2 MANAL NJ\Séd ¢ adzyYFNRasSa GKS |
G¢KSY KFE@Ay3a ydzYoSNBR dzl2y G(KS KSIFIRa 2F (GKS | O00d

solemn protestations of his innocency, and by showing not onIy the improbability veut the impossibility

2F KAa O0SAy3 3AdzAftdGe 2F 6KIG 61 &d o0SAy3a fFAR (2 KAa
h f A @eécRcontinues:

G,2dz aSS>Y GKSNBT2NB:xX gKIG I O2yRAGAZ2Y L Y AYyZ I\
innocence, and | hope you believe the woadsa dying man and that you may be the more induced to give

YS ONBRAUXE

He made a public act of contrition as follows:

Gb2gs GKIFIG L KFE@S 6Fa L GKAYlO0 akKz2gSR adzT?)\O)\SVuf
able, with the like truk = G2 Of SINJ YeasStF 2F (KS KAIK ONRYSa
commandments, often transgressed by me, for which, | am sorry from the bottom of my heart, and if |
should or could live a thousand years, | have a firm resolution, and a sttwpgse, by your grace, My God,

never to offend you; and | beseech your Divine Majesty, by the merits of Christ and by the intercession of his
Blessed Mother, and all the holy Angels and Saints, to forgive me of my sins, and to grant my soul eternal
NEaidope

l'a KS FFOSR RSIFEiIK KS NBOAGSR GKS LaAlFfY dGairaSNBNS
g4 RSAZONAOSR |4 GKdzYoft S>3 KSNRAO yR K2feéé¢d | Aa K
well respected young woman, from a highhgaeded Catholic family, Elizabeth Shelton, petitioned the King

G2 NBO2GSNJI { Ayl hftABSNNR& NBYFIAya AYYSRALFLGSte 7T
2FF GKS F2NBIFNXa FTNRBY (KS 02Re& | yR admedihtfvdtd Boxéaa NB
in the churchyard of St. Giles in the Fields next to the bodies of five Jesuits who had been executed at Tyburn
two years before. The record of this burial is still to be seen in the Burial Register of St. Giles. According to
Challone he was interred with a copper plate on his breast carrying the inscripion:y’ G KA & G2Yo6 N
body of the right reverend Oliver Plunket, archbishop of Armagh and primate of Ireland, who in hatred of
religion was accused of high treason by falsenesses, and for the same condemned and executed at
Tyburn, his heart and bowels being taken out and cast into the fire. He suffered martyrdom with constancy,
thel™2 ¥ Wdzf 83X mMcym Ay GKS NBAIY 2F YAy3d [/ KIFENISa GKS

There was considerable populaavulsion over the death of a man who was obviously innocent but who had
fallen victim to the scheming of Shaftesbury and Oates. The day after his execution, Shaftesbury was
arrested. The absurdity of the Popish Plot was gradually recognised and LorduShied Scroggs began to

find some of the accused to be innocent. In 1681, Oates was arrested and imprisoned.Jafes Il

acceded to the throne in 1685, he had @satretried and sentenced for perjury, stripped of clerical dress,
imprisoned for life, and ordered him to be "whipped through the streets of London five days a year for the
remainder of his life." He was in prison for three years but with the overthrodanfes Il he was released

FYR 3IAGSYy | &adldS LISyaaAz2y oprdfie dicis Aidd Kelwas tiie $aSt\Catholk St
martyr to die at Tyburn.
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Lord Shaftesbury and Titus Oates

Dom MaurusCorker had the remains exhumed some two years later in 1683, which were then smuggled to
Lamspringein Lower Saxony, Germany and interred in the crypt of the local Benedictine monastery. Fr.
Corker became abbot of this monastery some seven years later. It is believed that that Fr. Corker took
ht A@GSNRAE KSIFIR G2 w2YS3I 3IAGAYy3I Al G2 GKS [/ FNRAYIf
Archbishop Oliver in St. James's Palace in Lomdwn he first entered England on his way to Ireland. It
seems to have remained in Rome for about forty years until Hugh MacMahon, Archbishop of Armagh,
brought it to Ireland in about 1722 where it was given to the Siena Convent, Drogivetkr, the leadeship

of Catherine Plunkett, believed to leK S I NJ3 rantirie&eAtlwes in 1881 that the other remains of

Oliver were taken to Downside Abbey, Somerset where they are housed in a major shrine. Some of these
gSNBE NBf20FGSR | TinQNB.hf A GSNDA Ol y2yAal GAz2

As part of the research for this article, the authors contacted the Archivist at the Siena Convent, the nuns of
which, beingpal 2 F |y a Sy GellitBedhieétior@VNIRIE: Natsikié vidrid, spending their day in

work, meditation and praye She commented on the arrival of the Head and its subsequent removal.

428 R2 y2i 1y2¢ SEIFIOGte 6KSYy Al FNNADGSR Ay 2dzNJ 6|
mud cabin near the river Boyne, to the first convent in Dwyer Street (Drayh&tie first location would not

have been a decent one to host such a relic. But we have no data allowing us to know when this move took
place. Probably between 1725 and 1737, the year of the death of Rev. Dr Hugh McMahon, archbishop of
Armagh, who bequeahed the relic to our Community, as can be read in his last will. But he could have given

it before his death.

Then there is no record concerning the veneration of the relic, apart from the fact that numerous groups
coming from far and near, were receivéd our chapel to venerate it. So much so that wi@iver was

beatified, it was considered that the venue was not convenient, and the peace and silence-aicwr

fully enclosed nuns should be respected. This is how the relic went eventually to MIR&e / K dzNIO
O05NRPIKSRIV ¢gKSNB &2dz Oy aSS AU G2RlI&@d ¢KS GNIyaf:

TKS SELINBaaAz2y aLSIOS FyR aAtSyO0Sé Aa LISNKILBE Ayl
NEtAOQa (NIY&EtlGAZ2Y & Aby &She Wa bfandepdndence {I19R1) Wi was NJ& & K
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ended only by the partition of Ireland in the Angdlsh Treaty, 1921. There was a fear the Black and Tans,
Temporary Constables of the Royal Irish Constabulary, notorious for their attacks on Catiliaitsand
their property, would attempt to make off with the Head. Armed members of the Republican Army were
stationed nearby to protect it.

The Head, as described in our initial paragraph, stands in a new shrine erected in 1995 which enables
pilgrimsto view it closely. The shrine also includes some bone, donated by Downside Abbey, and nearby is
the door of the cell which Oliver would have occupied in Newgate Prison as he awaited execution.

LG A& FLIWNBLNARFGS G (KAitde fowdrdd Rlicdi Beindpary éf h&kidNdofiak S
saint, the Head of Saint Oliver is viewed as a relic of the First Class. St. Thomas Aquind274)22be

| KdzZNDKQa 3INBIFGSald GKS2t23AFY YR LKA 2a200KS NiPK 26dM.PF
aK2¢g K2y2dzNJ 2 GKS &FrAyGa 2F D2RXOPgS 2dzaKE (2 K2
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